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CoOovVENANT-RENOUNCERS, 
DESPERATE-APOSTATE'S, 
. Opened in | 
'T'wo LETTERS, written by a Chriſtian Friend, to 
Mr. WILLIAM GURNAL of Lavenham 
in the County of Suffolk. 


Which may indefinitely ſerve as-an Admonition to all ſuch Pregbyte- 
rian Miniſters, or others, who have forced their Conſciences, not 
only to leap over, but to Renonnce their Solemn Covexant-Obli ga- 
tion, to endeavour a Reformation according to God's Ward, and the 
Extirpation of all Prelatical Superitit1on ; and contrary thereunto, 

- conform to thoſe Superſtitious Vanities, againſt which they had ſo 
Solemnly SWORN. 

As alſo, to caution all that fear God,to take heed and beware of ſuch 
men, and not adventure to attend upon their Preaching, left they 
provoke God to jealoufie, and pull down the Wrath of Jehovah 
upon themſelves. | 

Together with an eAPPENDIX concerning the Church of 
England in general. 


_— 


Buriall the Princes ſaid unto all the Congregation, We have SWORN unto them by 
the Lord God of Iſrael : Now therefore we may not touch them, <<-<---- LEST 
WRATH BE UPON US, BECAUSE OF THE OATH which we ſware 
AS hall be proſper? lad be eſcape that do ; 

won—Shall he proſper? ſhall he eſcape that doth ſuch things? SHAL HE B 
THE COVENANT, and be delivered? As IT live, ſaith the Lord God D——_ 
in the place where the King dwelleth that made him King, whoſe OATH HE ; 
DESPISED, and whoſe COFENANT HE BRAKE, even with him in the 
midſt of Babylon ſhalt he _ Ezek-17.15,415. 

Behold, ye truſt in lying words, that cannot profit, Will ye fteal s 
mit Adultery, and SWEAR FAESLYT, and burn Als by rg 
come and fland _—_ Me inthis Houſe which is called by my Name and ſay, We 
are delivered to do all theſe abominations ? Jer, 9.8, 9, 10, : 

Dreadful is the Indignation of God, revealed againſt Covenant-b : 

what his Wrath ſhall be againſt COVEN bas tm Ky 

Who can ſay ? ANT-RENOUNCERS, 


0 my ſoul, come. not thou into their ſecret + Unto their AM ; 
be not thou znired. Gen, 49. 6, err Alſembly, mine honour be 
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Toll theſe that love God, and Jeſus C briſt in 
Sincerity and Trutb, partakers of like precious 
” Faith with the reſt of his Saints, and faithful 
" fallowers, living in or near wito the Pariſh of 
Lavenham in the County of Suffolk, and elſe- 
Where, to whom theſe Papers ſhall come. 


Chriftias Brethren, 
_—_ Know not whether you have taken up the ob- 
we ſervation before me, or not, but it 1s worthy 
/ and ww ſerious conſideration, That an Enemy 
the vizor av of 6 Friend, is far more danger» 


0x3,thex an open and eled Adverſary. David 

5 in his dayes took notice of this evil- 

Spirit, manifeſting i icſelf in and ungodly men ; for, 

Fea ry wicked man, Y feth bt himſelf ehus ; - He 
pt forth bis baxds as. bs at peace with him: 


be bath BROKEN" HIS COVENANT. The wrds of his 
month were ſmettbir thax butter, but war was in his heart' : bus 
words [were ſofter than opt, et were they drawn ſwords; Pal. 
55-20; 231. Now that hatred which coucheth it ſelf-under 
the ſwootbeſ? mg and ſefeef expreſſions, is moi ſharp, ad 
eine fin that enmity which cloatheth 1t ſelf 
friend(hip,is net cruel and diabolical, Art 
thou 3 healthy my Brother ? was Foab's ſalutation.ts Awgeſu, 
and took, him by of the beard to kyſi bins; when immediately-he 
ſmote hins with the ſword inthe fb! «1 aud ſhed out bus bowels 
to the gronnd, 2 Sam. 20. 9,10, Fudas alſo when be betrayed 
eur Lord Jeſus, ſaluted him with, Ha! AMafer, and kiſſed 
him, Mat. 26,49. And it is beyond all doubt that Jeſug 
Chrzft hath no greater enemies in the world-at this day, than 
many, who pretend very highly = his incereR, and glory ; 
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and would be accounted the only promoters of his i 
ſelves =_ gener ann Mr; _— — riatmmng 
, 4 ” pers, | 
and Godlineſs, and >, 6d Prey 1 =s the 
Tombs. of the Prophets,” and | ky ay the Sepulchres of the 
Righteows, profeſling, that if | Fen n the deer of their 
fathers, they would not have been partakgrs with thew in the 
f Matth. þ/ood of the Prophets +. ;” and yet nevertheleſs by their works 
2329530 they witneſſed againſt themſelves, that they d the deeds 
*Luke 11 of thei fathers*, 1n killing the Prophets.; and by their cruel 
4%, perſecutions of the Saints, brought upon their own heads af 
the righteous blood ſhed wpon the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abet, unto the blood of Zacharis, the ſon of Barachias, fois be- 
f Matth, zweep the Temple and the Altar F. Suitable hereunto is'that 
*3-33:35 alſo of the Prophet 1/aiah, Yowr Brethren that hated you, that 
caſt you out for my Name-ſakg, ſaid, Let the Lord be glotified ; 
I[a.66,5. And the Great Anti-Chriſt, or MAN” of SIN, 
*2The# (as the Apoſtle tiles him ) fareth 1n the Temple of God*; as 
2-4. though hewere the firſt-born of his:ſons and ſervants, ſoley 
devoted to the promoetion- of! ;his” Worſhip amongſt the 
children of men :- when nevertheleſs he is Chrifts moſt dead- 
ly enemy, whons the Lord ſhall conſume with tha Spirit of his 
mouth, and deftroy mh the prightmef of has. coming ; 2 Thefl, 
2.8, From theſe premiſes I thall commend unto you (Chr:- 
flier Errands) therfollowing Inferences 20d Deductions; -- + 
.':{ Erricſcemno ſtrange thing unto you,-that a perſon of 
ſuch ſeeing piety and zexl for God and Godlineſs, as he to - 
whom theſe Papers relate, hath. been efteemed, (with divers 
others ) ſhould  notwiahRanding put forth his hand to the 
fervictofiche Beaft; and the falſe Propber :i for the truth as, 
Myſtery Babrytan; the Mother of Harlots, and. Abonnitdations of 
+Revel, the Eartht, could never-bave aſcended ſo high upon her 
17.5. throne of dignity and honour in the world, had ſhe not had 
ſome from time ts time amongſt.her ſons, very eminent, 
both/for parts and abilities : and likewiſe for ſeeming Pie- 
ty and, Zeal for: God : "When once Satan can prevail with 
ſuch'men as theſe, to engage in his work,he may ayer them, 


(as David of the-Sreord of Goliah ) There are none likg tozbeſe, | 
| for- 


word of Chreftis care and cantren;uite. 
pliance vwith, men-of this character; far he: that: cometh 
againſt you with a kf, and 2 ſalute,. Arrrhow in health, my 
Brother. may ſooner ſhed. your bowels oz nbe+ ground; than tie 
* that appeareth in'open fiakti lity'with Sword and Spear : And 
as the tharpeſ hook hath oft-times the pleaſante(t bait, ſo 
the Devil and his Agents do frequently make uſe of. ſome 
excellent Truths and gloſles,to prevail with men to (wallow 
the moſt deftruRtive Errors- and. Superſtitions : | Thas it 5 
written, (aith the Devil to Chriſt, when notwichſtanding. he 
rempted him: to the greateſt difloyalty to: God his Father 
imaginable. A little /eaven ((aith the Apoltle, x Cor,5. 6.) 
leguventth the whole Inwp. Therefore let all ſuch as defire to 
worſhip God in Spirit and. Trmth ;. and who tremble to pro- 
voke him, by joyning with Superſtition and Prafaneneis-in 
his Worthip and- Service, avoid all communion with ſach 


men as thele, in their way cf Worſhip, as they would etcape. 


a dangerous ſnare of death. 
Fanum babet: in corns :linge fugian, 
A lock of hay ty'd to their horn, they have : 
Far from them let us flee, our ſelves to lave. 


3. Yet once more, Let all the. Children of God be from: 


hence informed, how great ſervice thoſe do for God, and the 
Chriſtian World, by whoſe. means the wickedneſs of ſuch 
men as theſe, ſhall be dete&ed. and laid open, . For, 1, This 
is an happy means to put a ſiop to.their further progreſs in 
this evil way ; and conſequently; to prevent, much.danger 
that might otherwiſe enſue. to the precious ſouls of. many, 
who potſtdly might be infected with, and enſnared -by their 
evil praQces : They ſhall. proceed no f4rtber, ( ſaith;ghe Apo- 
file ) for their folly ſhall be made manifeit nuto all men. | The 
dereRtion and diſcovery of the madneſs and folly of an evil 
courſe or wundeitaking, is. an excellent preſervative unto 


others: 
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others from ſuffering themſelves to be entangled therein, 
Surely .in vain is the net fpread:ix the fight of arg burd, ſaith the 
Wiſe-man, Prov.n.,17. And 2dly. It is an opportunity 6f 
great advantage put into the hands of theſe evil-minded men 
themſelves alſo, which through the bleſſing. of God, may 
happily tend to their repentance and reſtoration : for, that 
which more private addrefles will not da, Godis ſometimes 
pleaſed to effet: by more -publick ſhame't- And cetrainly if 
ever any man Rood in need of this Antidote, againſt the 
Poiſon of his own deceitful heart, w4z. to be brought to 
refleR- upon himſelf wich ſhame, and to cover his face with 
ſackcloth and aſhes, ſurely Mr; Gzrzal is theman : who if 
we compare himſelf with himſelf, may not his Motto be, 
Qui me in me quitrit, non me, ut me, invenirit in we. 1. CE. 
To find me, in me, who-e'r ſhall me ſeek, | 
Will in me, to me, never find me like, _ ; 
One while he appears as if wrapt up into the third Heavens, 
with zeal for God r another while as if drayn like s Ster from 
Heaven by the tail of the Dragon, One while up goes the Co- 
venant, and down with Epſom and Superſtitions Inven- 
tions; another while down with the Covenaxt, and up with 
Prelacy and Commun-prayer-book-devotion. One while «ll for 
Chriſt, and a Reformation according to Ged's Word : anot 
while a {tle (at leaſt) for Antichriſt and the rebuilding of the 
Syna ogue of Satan, One while he appears as one of the 
honſbe of Faith,fitting and putting on the Chriflian Armonr; 
another while as if he were of the houſe and linage of that 
Soldier in Plautws, who repreſents his prudence in war thus: 
Qas illi pugnabant maxime, ego fugiebam maxime, i. ©, 
Where men were fiercettin the fight, 
©. I made away by ſwifteſt fight. ,- 
Neitheris Mr. G»r»al alone in theſe horrible defilements, 
hateful to the Soul of God & his Saints ; but he is can 
about with a Cloud of Witneſſes, \ LoveN in the County where 
bimſelf liverh, as well as elſewhere) men. of the ſame ordes 
of Antichriſtian Prieftheed, "and Brethren in the ſaid iniquity 
wich himſelf ;' Witnefs Mr.Grey of Cavendiſh, who upon one 
Lord's-day preached his Farewel- Sermon, and argued very 
; ſtrongly 


(7) 
Rrongly, 2nd with many conſiderations, the unlawfulneſs of 
Conmun-prayer-book:; conformity; and ſÞ took his Farewel of the 
Congregation : But by the very next Lord's-day following, 
he had (1t ſeems) met with ſome Epiſcopal eze-jalve, which 
wrought ſo effeually with him, that it immediately cloſed 
his 7:ght-ee, by which the Lord's-day before, he ſaw ſuch 
great deformity in Common-prayer-book-devotion : and 


-alſo opened bis left-eze to ſee Corformnty-rrach in that afſer- | 


tion, which the Apoſtle gives notice to be only ſ»ppoſed by 
ſome in his dayes, viz. that Gain « Godlinefs, 1 Tim.6. 5. 
and then with much zeal and heat preached up Suhjettzon to 
higher Powers : not conſidering that there are Powers higher 
than thoſe on earth, which whether it be right to obey rather, 
or before men, or not ; judge ye. 

To theſe may alſo be for company Mr. Hudſon of Ca- 

!, Mr. Knights of Ipſwich, Dr, Harifon of Hadly, Mr.Blac- 

erby of Srowe,with more than a good many befides, who bave 
all bowed themſelves to the #hbore of Babylon ; and given 
hoſtages to the Prince of the power-of the Aur, that they will 
never make any great inroad into his Kingdom in the world; 
or do any great execution upon the powers of fin and dark- 
nels a | men. Theſe all, ( with many others of their 
fellows and companions in theſe broad wayes) have given the 
world x lively reflimony, that rhe Dragon, that old Serpent, 
which is the Devil and Satan, is not yet bound, and caſt into the 
bottomleſs pity and ſhut np fron decerving the Nations any moret: 
But concarymiſe,that be hath been at workin the world,and 
with bis tail hath drawn ſome of the Star: from Heaven, and caſt 
them tothe Earth, A (mall pitrance of the glory and honour, 
with the profits and pleaſures of this world, in conjunction 
(pothbly) wirh the fear of ſuffering for Chriffs ſake, hath cau- 
fed many of the ſame Trobe and Coat with theſe,to quit their 
Ration in Chriſt's Y;xcjard, and give the right-hand of fel- 
op to his deadly enemy, Antzcbrift ; yea, and torevonnce 
their Covenanted Reformation, &c., So that it may be too truly 
faid of Mr.Gwrnal in reſpect of theſe abominations, 
Flagrat witio gentiſque, ſuoque, i,c, 
He burneth with a vice,that is 
His fellows vice, as well as his, Who 


tf Rev. 
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% v RT? of another, much like - 
ponies and the Goldſmirh did, of whom the Propher Iſaieb 


"Wha encourage and ſtrengthen 
as the: 


Juſtifying one his Brother, as Ferxſalem haſh 


, ers, Sodom and Samariaf]. Though amongſt this $ greof Sa- 
| Ezek, ''rdh, And corrupred Tribe L Prieſts Mr. Gurnal ( poffibly9 x may have 
15.51,52 merired the ſhame and ignominy to be reputed one of the firſt-bor 
ſons of folly, in aſcending up to the top of ſo high a mountain of op- 
poſition to,and conteſtarion with, that generation of men,and way of 
"worſhip 3 ve tm _ gulf yu En rrengeds 
and'in'che judgment of the Apoſtle Paul, made -brmſelf a tranſgreſ- 
- Tam for, in building again the things which be deftroyed or rather kl 
Y ing in vain ſo to do : eithernot. believing, or elſe not duly confider- 
'4ing, that they that partabe with Babylon in her ſins, ſhall alſo receive 
fRevel. of her plaguesF : "which whether ir be believed or nor, fhall certainly 
18.4. befulfiſled, and ber plagues ſhall come in one day, death, and nay, 
and famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with fire : for flrong is the 
Tuer.8, Lord God, who judgeth her + Then ſhall every one that hath made 
himſelf a bondſlave to her, call unto the Monntains-and\Rocks, to fall on 
X * them, and hide them from the face of him that ſirteth on the Throne, and 
from rhe Wrath of the Lamb. For the great Day of bis Wrath ſhall come, 
{! Rev; 5, and who ſhall be able to ſtand? || Therefore be aſtoniſhed, O Gurnal, 
16,17, With thy fellows, and tremble -all ye that have been perfidious in 
the Covenant of your God : For he will enter into the houſe of him 
|Zec.4.5 that ſweareth falſly by bis Name \|, and will be a ſwift Witneſs againſt 
T Mal.3. the Faiſe-Swearer + , yea, the ſinners in Sion ſhall be afraid, fearful- 
S. neſs ſhall ſurprize the Hypocrite |). ; 
11/2. 33- * Bur (to draw to acondufion ) I have but one thing more to ac- 
14. -quaint my — Friends with, before they and 1 part, for the 
preſent; and that is, That theſe Letters were fent ro Mr, Gurnal 
matiy months apo, ever fince which time, until now, T have waited 
'1n expeation that ſume good effe&t would have -been wrought up- 
-on him by them';' bur finding by due obſervation thathe ſtill remains 
-vnder the gnilr, and in the pratice of his ſinful conformity, ro the 
diſhonour of God, and the great ſcandal of Religion ; I have there- 
fore expoſed the. written Copy to your view, (the former of the 
two is verbatim as it was ſent :_the latter, is the fubſtance of what 
was ſent him, alittle abreviated) Ler me { for a cloſe ) caution all 
+1Cor. [thoſe unto-whofe view this . Manuſcript may happen to come, to 
10. 12, . be warned by other. 'mens; falls, to look well ro your ſtanding+; 
li2 Per.z, Teſt you alſo be led.away with the errour of the wicked, and fall from 
17. your own ſtedfafineſs ||. The Lord grant that theſe Papers may be 
4A means to preſerve you from all pollution and defilement in” the 
+Revel. = _ of Babylon, that her plagues may nor be your por- 
428.4 £1007. 


Farewell. 
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A LETTER ſent to Mr. William Qurnal, 


the 5th of Auguſt , 1663. 

Hether it Was my happineſs, 'or unhappineſs, to 

hear of, and be in ſome degree (though remotely) 
| acquainted with your gifts and parts in preaching; 
your (ſometimes) ſeeming zeal for God, piety, 
and holineſs of life, &7. I 'cannot_ well determine : for 
though all manner of knowledge, either of perſons or things 
be in ſome kind' or other beneficial, it being an undoubred 
maxime,that,/erum & Bonum comvertantur : yet ſome know- 
ledge may be accompanied with ſuch circumſtances that 
may render it more burdenſom and offenſive, than commo- 
dious or advantagious, You have of late tnade ſuch a diſco- 
very of your ſelf, & unvailed (yonr face,thal I ſay? or rather) 
your heart, that the meaneſt round abour you have gained 
thus much, to ſay, Now they know you : But (alas) this gin 
hath occafioned ſuch a confiderable {of in the things of the 
peace and joy of your real Chriſti» Friends, that they have 
cauſe in abundance to wiſh for their former ignorance con- 
cerning you, and that you had given them no ſuch »ew 
Character cf your ſelf, as now you have done. Indeed it 
cannot but deduQt much from the comfort of your cordial 
Friends, to ſee you, who in former days had obtained a large 
propottion of that Name, which the Wiſeman faith, # better 


than precious Oyntment + : yea, who were efteemed as 2 Ma- fEccleſ. 
* ſter in Iſrael ; an Armed Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt; and an 7. 1: 


eminent Laboarer in Goſpel-things ; who for your work-ſake, 
were had in dowble honowr ; 1 ſay, to ſee you, now the Sun'of 
your life ſeems paſt its Meridia, and the evening of your 
dayes to approach ; when (for any thing you know to the 
contrary) your Race was almoſt run ; your YV;fory well nigh 
obtained;and your Crown near ready to put on ; then to for- 

= B ſake 
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fake your Colours, face about, ahd change your courſe ; to- 


« the things that you had rroughn turn Renegade from thoſe 

r ANG of w which you had profeſſed at to high a rate of 
zeal and fervency,and to pull down and deftroy,as with both. 
hands, what formerly you had been labouring ſo many years 
8 build up and plant + in ſhort, co ſee the ſavour of your 
T Zr0v, precious Name here, turned into a no:ſom & ftinksng Danghilt: 
20: 7+."and your eternal Crowa hereafter hazarded, if not forteited 
x Cor, nd loſt * ; how can itbut grieve. the hearts and ſad the ſpi- 
- _. rits of ſuch as ſincetely love either you or Jeſus. Chriſt Þ 
Heb. 6. And ſorry we are that Mr, Gzrnal (ſhould daſh his foot againſt 
415% that ſtone at which the prophane Formalifts of this world, 
Kev. 2. gamble and fall from day to day : What! could you not in» 
10-20. . dure one encounter for Chriſt > Could you nat Rand againſt 
chap. 3. one on-ſet ? Where was your Spiritual eArmonr become ? 
10, IT. Had you parted with it all to others, and kept none of it; for 
your own uſe, when you ſtood in moſt need > Had you for- 
got.your Lord and Maſter,who when the great Engmy temp- 

1 (not only with a.ſmall pittance of this worlds glory, 

ich was the higheſt of your rempigtion, but-). even with 

+Matth «ll the Kingdoms of the world, and the $7 of them: yet could 
4. 8, 9, not prevail with bim to conform in the teaſt?. And what can 
ou plead, by way of excuſe for your Conformity, but might 

41k bin argued in our Saviors cale with ten depart plau- 

fible probability, more than can,bein yours ? Can:you plead 
the Jawfwneſfof your conformity.in it ſelf ? :mc7 "x6 all fuch 
pleadings will make you aſhamed, being in dire& oppoſition 
to the Truth; as now begids to be evidently: viſible and ma- 

nifeſ to;all conſaepcious and ſeeing Chriſtians:] But in gur 

Saviours caſe, what bigdred but Chrilt Might lawfully mak 

+Matth pred of flones},fince at another time be made, »1ne of water*#- 
4. 3: -— Can you ſay, You conforth, not to get honour or great 
*Job.2, eftates in the world, but ovly-for a competent maintenance 
2. for your (elf and family, which muſt not ſtarve; for you are 
bound. ta take care df,. and. provide for them ?- [1s not this 

Gnfully to difiruR the providence of God, as i he had not 
provided honeſt and lawful meatisfor the maintenance of his. 

People ?.] yet howevyer,in our Saviours caſe, it was only for 

cad. 


(rx ) 

bread;not ſuperfluity of dainties ; and that too, not to pleaſe : 
his appetite only, | but to ſatigfie hunger F, —Car you-yet +a. 
again axgue, They are-things iadifferene that you ſubmit un- 4, 2, 
to> [This will cercatnly purall the wit,and partsgand learn- 
ing you have (with all the Colledge of Eprſcop# DoQtors be- 
fides) upon the Rack to juſtifie and make good, and yer will 
it be too hard for you all at laſt.] But in our Saviours caſe, ir 
was only ſons that he was ſolicited to take and make bread 
of : and what more 1»d:Ferevt thing could he have taken than 
a few ones > No man would claim a propriety in them ; 
who could have charged him with wronging them in ſuch 
2 caſe > Once more, Can yau plead you break no poſitive 
Law 7 | Your proof for that is to ſeek, and will never be 
found ſo long as Lerely Epyſcopacylives in the world, ] But in 
our Saviours cafe, What poſitive Precept had he broke >— 
But come on a little further 3 Will the goodneſs of your exd ju- 
ſifie your Conformity? Is it your zeal to the Goſpel, and 
the preaching thereof ? | This Argument is light as vanity 
it ſelf : for, as the wrathgf man worketh not the Righteouſneſs 
of GodF : . So the GoſpSl of” Chri#F is no wayes promoted by +Fam. 
maos (in 3 We muſtnex do evil that good may come of it; 1,20, 
nor ſis to make grat"abownd *} Butin our Saviours caſe, the * Rows,6 
end propoſed wasias' good as yours can be, viz, the mani- x, 2, 
feffation of himſelf tobe the ſon of God, If rhow be the Son 
4 God,conmmund that theſe flones be made bready. Yet notwith- +tMatth 

anding all theſe plauſible pretences, being impoſed upon 4+ 3+ 
bim by the Devil, be diſdains all conformity, But this grand 
Adverſaty ſends a ſmaller force-againſt you, only ſome of his 
Emiſlaries and Agents to afſzulc you, with a 1& prevailing 
motive, toa more notorious a& ( at leaft leſs capable of a 
playable plea) impofing on you things manifeſtly unlawful 
derogatory unto Chriſt ; deſtructive to the power of Godli- 
neſs ; ſcandalous to the World ; offenſive to the Saints ; 
unchatitable to your Impoſers ; and prejudicial to your own 
Soul : And you cowardly, not like a man, much leſs like a 
good Souldier of Jeſus Chrift,' retreat, even before the fight 
began ; the very threatnings of your enemy wrought the 
conqueſt over you, —— to quit the Banner of Chriſt, 
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(12 ), | | 
and like ( if not worſe than ) Iſachar's Aſs, bow downan 
profirate your ſelf unto the 1umpoktions of his adverſary, 

-- But Sir, .metbinks ]-am in an-extafe of admization at the 
thoughts. of-your Conforwntyabove many others, when I con- 
Gder your former Zeal and Eminency :. What, Mr. Garnal 
conform! concerning whom men were almoſt ready. to ſays. 
( as ſometimes Peter {aid of himſelf ) rhowgh allmen forſaks 
Chriſt, renounce the Covenant, and ſubmic to Epiſcopal 
conformity, yet Mr, Gurnel- willaot. How did you, when 
time was, preach up, Curſe ye Meroz, &c ? How many Soul- 
diers did you ( by Arguments and Exhortations ) thruſt forth 
into the Wars ? How did you voluntarily, and zealouſly 
both take the Covenant, and-importunely urge and preſs it 
upon-others ?- Doth it- become the ſame perſons one day to 


+ Matth, ing Hallelujah, and cry Hoſanna to the Son of David +; and 


21. 9. 
*Matth 
27022 


+Gal. 3. 


, 1,2,3+ 


another day to cry,Crucifie him, crucifie him*? Give me leave 


2; to query with you,as ſometimes the Apoſile did with the Ga- 
'*3 latians, ( with a little variation of words ) Oh fooliſh Gur- 


nal, who hath bewiuched you, that yet continue inthe 
Trmh, before the eyes of whoſe mind Jeſus Chriſt hath been 
evidently ſet forth? Are you ſo fooliſh ? having begun the 
Spirit,are you now made perfett by the fleſh ?- Have you preached 


ſo many things in vaint? Axe you now reſolved to pull down 


with. all your jr ae ney you have ( by your preaching and 


- writing ) been labouripg to build up all your dayes? Or, do 


you pot take, 3 dire cauſe hereunto ? For he that ſhall vo- 
luntazily,, ſolemnly, and in the preſence of .God,. Swear to 


endeavour.the Refarmation of ry om. —_— tothe Word of 


God,and the Example of the beſt Reformed ( burches; the extir- 
pation of Prelazie, and Superſtition., or the Government of the 
Church by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellors and Comnſſa- 
ries, &c.. and not only ſo, but ſhall importunely preſs the 
ſaid. Oath upon others; and continue in the zealous pro- 
moting thereof for near twenty years together ; and yet af- 
ter all this, conform-to, and live in the practiſe of what he 
had thus ſolemnly Sworn. to extirpate, he doth in effe&t de- 
clare himſelf to þe a Falſe Prophet, and one who is either 
weake in judgment,and not able to diſtinguiſh between good 

and- 


M 


| (x3) 
and evil: or elſe, which is worſe,of a debauched Conſcience; 
ſining againſt his own light,yea againſt his ſole Oath: either 
of which render him moſt unworthy to. be called a Miniftey of 
Chri#h, and muſt needs. make it a very dangerous, or enſna- 
ring thing, for ſuch as fear God in-truth, to attend upon his 
preaching. For ifFpilcopal ordination of Miniſters make it 
unlawful for Chriitians to fit under their Miniftty, as is cafie 
to demonſtrate beyond contradition : How much more þ 
unlawful is it to attend upon the Miniſtry of ſuch an Epiſcopal 
Conformift, who hath laid the foundation of his Conformicy, 
* in the ruins of his own Conſcience,by breaking ſo ſolemn an 
Oath ?—Bur Sir, Will you be pleaſed totake a view of ſome 
few of your own lines, t1:{t preached, and afterwards print- 
ed to the veiw.of the Worid,prefiing the Country to be care- 
ful in-their choice of a Parhament man : thus you arguet: 
Conſider the Solemn Obligation that lies upon ms, , by a National * Your Scr- 
Covenant, {_ through the Chriftian world, and we in in. on ar Srow- 


famons for t mas ker, Aug, 


e breach of it ) to promote and procure with our ut= , 1", 2<5 

moſt endeavours the Reformation of the Land, Ged bath, 1 be- printed and 

lieve, moit of your hands to ſhew for this, and dareſt thou who 101d ar the 

haſt bound thy ſelf in ſuch a Covenant, give thy voice for an un- ep gg ni 
. - . 6511, near the 

worthy man to ſit in Parliament, whons thy conſcience, (if thow p,1,1 x. 

worldit have patience to bear it ) will tell thee, he will never be change in Lon- 

the man that will belp on that work, with any Vote of his, yea that 40M, Pa8s 25, 

is an enemy to it, and fears it more than deſires it ?- if thou haft *** 

got the Maitery of thy Conſcience ſo far as todo this bold att, let 

me tell thee what thou doit ; thou comeſt this day to declare in the 

face of all the Country,yea,before Ged, Men and Angels,that thou 

art a FORSWORN VVRETCH ; and if thou getteſt this 

brand upon thy forehead-once, go where this wilt, thou draggeſt 

a chain after thee, that will bind thee over tothe fearful expetta- 

tion of God's Wrath; that ( come it ſooner or later ) will take hold 

on thee. And now tell me, hadſ} thow not better have been aſlcep 

1n thy bed, . yea, ſick,in thy bed, yea, dead in thy grave; than to 

have come buher to-do. ſo unhappy a dayes work:? O think when 

thow goeſt this day to grue thy Suffrage for any, that thou didi# 

ſee the Covenant nebels band at it, ſpread before thee, &c, 

This-and more to the ſame effect in the foreſaid. Sermon. — 

. Upon. 


(14) . 


"Upon which, Sir, give me leave to reafon a little with you ; 


Did the ſimple breach of the Covenant render men 1faworu? 


"What then (hall the renwncration or abjuration of it do? If a 


man muſt maſter b18 conſcrence before he could give his vote for 
a Parliament man, that would not help forward the work of 
the Covenant ; to what degree muſt that Conſcience be ſea- 
red that can rexonnce or abjwre it? If he that ſhould only 
vive his Suffrage in. this caſe, declared in the face of all the 
Country, yea before God, Men and Angels, that he was a FOR- 
SWORN VF RETCH , How many degrees more vile than 
2 forſworn wretch is he that ſhall appear in the Pulpit to break 
this Oath, and ſhall under his hand renounce it ? -If the for- 
mer draggs a Chain after him, that will bind bum over tothe 
fearful expeltation of God's wrath; how much ſarer puniſhment, 
and dreadful indignation ſhall he be thought worthy of; that 
ſhall accept authotity to preach from thoſe, whoſe exri 
140d he (wore to endeavour ? If it were better that a man Lat 
been dead tn hus grave, than give his vote as aforeſaid ;"were 
it not much better that the Abjuror or Renonncer had been 
thrown into the Sea, with a Milftone abour his neck, before 
ever be had ſubmitted to Epiſcopal conformity, or ſubſcribed 
the Renurciation > — But, Sir, can you-mock God, and diſ- 
ſemble with men, and think to go unpuniſhed ? Be not deges- 
ved, It is the Fool that makes a mock, at fix** Whatythen 
mult he be that makes a mock cf God and Godlineſs? Or 
are not you partaker in a high degree, and more than ordina- 
ry manner in the wickedneſs of this iniquity? Preach and 
unpreach : Build up, and pluck down : Reform Superſtiri- 
ons in Worſhip, and conform to Supeiſtitious Worſhip : 
Swear,and forſwear : ſolemnly Covenant,and with hands lifted 
up to the moſt high God, ſwear, that you Will ſincerely, really, and 
conft ently endeavour a Reformation according to God's Word 
and the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, and Superſtition, oc, 
and then abjure, or renounce this Covenant, and conſe- 
quently this Reformation : which to do,'waat 39 it leſs than 
to renounce or forſwear all obedience to God's Law 2? Oh 
deſperate Atheiſm! Oh abominable Prophaneſs! HEAR, 
O HEAVENS ! and give ear O Earth ; and let all the In- 
habitants 


Tn) 
habicants of the world be aftonifhed : Was there ever ſuch” 
groly impiety perpetrated under the vizour of Godlineſs ? 
May we not ( with ſome alteration )- allude to that of the 
Wiſeman, a of Hany ſons of the Church ( fo called ) 
have done wickedly, but thoſe of this age have ſwrmmwnted 
them ally, Was there ever any day wherein it might be more Þ Prov, 
truly [aid (with tlie Prophet Hoſea, ch. 9.7.) The Prophet « 31. 29, 
| @ fool, 'the Spiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine 1n1- 
gqnity, fc ? And again, the Lord ſaid, The Prophts propheſie 
lies in my Name, 1 ſem them not, neither have I commanded 
them, neither ſpake untothem : They propheſie unto you a falſe 
V;fiou and D;vination, and a thing of nowght, and the deceit of 
their beart*. And thus ſaith the Lord, The Priefts teach for *Ter.1 
hire, and the Prophets divine for monty : yet will they lean upm ©, © F 
the Lord,and ſay, 1s not the Lord among wt? But Wo unto the + Mic at 
Paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſtuxe, ſaith the 
Lord*. And Wownto the fooliſh Prophets that follow their own + 
ſpirit, and have ſern nothing, O Iſrael, thy Prophets are like 
Foxes in the deſarts. — They have ſeen vanity, and lying divi- 
nations, ſaying, The Lord ſaith ; and the Lord hath nat ſent 
them : andithey have made others to hope, that they would confirms 
the word, Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, I am 
againft you, and. nine hand ſhall be upon the Prophets that ſee 
vanity, aud that drvint lies: they ſhall not be in the Aſſembly of 
my People, &c.t TEzek, 

. And as Chriſt ſom=times wept over Jer»[alem, ſo may w2 13:3, 4+ 
not weep over the Inhabitants of Lavezham, together wich 
all other places, Who are [ed (by ſuck 6/;nd, ſhall I ſay? nay 
but) by ſuch prophane and -bypoeritecal Guides ? Julily may we 14-3: = 
take up the complaint of the Propiet, O my People, they &3 3-5, 
which lead thre oauſe thee to trr, and deſtroy the way of thy paths. 
Thy Teacher (O ZLaverharms)) doth cauſe thee to err, and 
deftroy the way of thy paths, by tempting thee ( if not in 
words, yt by a&ions and practices, which have the louder 
voice.) to defþiſerbe {ovenant of thy God, in; building up thoſe 
things,the exrirpation whereof he ſolemaly ſwore-to endea- 
vour. ' And now what zxemains > But { to allude to that of 
the Prophet, fic. 2. 10.) Ariſe ye aud depart, fot this is not 


your: 


-$8; 
er, 
23.0, 


—_ 


x6 ) *. 
your reſt : becauſe it ts. As: it ſhall deſtroy you tves with a 
ſore deſtrutftion, | Let all that fear God forſake 'the rents of 
id theſe men; and ſay every one'to his'own ſoul ; Oh my ſoul, 
| come not thou into their ſecret : unto their aſſembly, mine honour, 
| +6en 4g. be not thou united}, But flee out of the midſt of Babylon, and de. 
6. 


'Y 6 liver every man hts ſoul”: be not ent off in her iniquity*, Take 
_ Pl *7.51. the counſel 6f God Rev. 18, 4. and obey the exhortation of 
| 4 the Apoſtle 2 Cor.6, 17. ſo (hall you eſcape the wrath to 
come, and obtain a Crown of glory, hen the times of refreſh... 
ing ſhall come from the preſence of the LORD. 
| VALE. 
Anguſt 5. 1663, 


| The Subſtance of a ſecond Letter, which ( with 
| ſome ſmall enlargement ) Was ſent to, Mr. Wks 
| ' LIAM - GURNAL ſometime after the former, 

| SIR, | 

| J:: like thoſe few lines I lately ſent yon, will occafion 


mr i 


a double conſultation of thoughts within you ; viz, I, 
From whom they ſhould come ; and why he concealeth 


——- 


'7 | his Name? 2, What reaſons ſhould move him to ſuch an 

vu undertaking ? ; 
- i To the former, If you defire to know him, this is his cha- 
-if racer : He is one that feareth God ; and defireth to bear 2 
reftimony for him : one that dares ſay, /t # right to obey God 
| | rather than man, And if he be enquired of concerning the 
i Prieſts, he ſaith, Verily let God be true, though every man be 
4 found a lier ; who hath ſaid, the Prieſts have polluted the San- 
i. +2zcph. fluary ; they have done violence to the Law, F — As troopes 
3-4 of robbers waite for aman, ſo the company of Prieſts murder in 


| 

| 

| * Hſ.6.9 the way by conſent : For they commit lewdneſs, *— My Peo- 
- I ple ave deſtroyed for lack, of knowledge : Becauſe thow haſt rejett. 
| | ed knowledge, I alſo will rejeft thee, that thon (halt be no Prieſt 

| | +moſ 4,6 Fo mes ſering that thou haft forgotten the Lam of thy-God F — 

| | '" ArdnowO ye Prieſts, this commandment # for you. If yewill 

| 

[1 


"ENTERS I . (.27 ) 'S 

mat bear, and Etury not lay it $4 heart, togive glory unto my 

Nan, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I will even ſend a-curſe upon you, 

and will carſe your Bleſſings, *— Yea once more, if you *MMal. 2, 

would know him, he is one that dares not do thes bod att, to 1, 2» 

declare in the face of all the Country yea before God, men, and 

Angels, that be is a FORSWORN #retch, by renouncing the 

Covenant of his God. F 


But for the reaſon why he hath thought meet at preſent, to 
conceal his Name; He needs no other Apologie, then this, 
That you your ſelf cannot be ſo ignorant, or Weak, as not to 
know that theſe are times wherein Truth faileth, and be that 
departeth from evil makgth himſelf apreyt, How much more +1/4.59.15, 
are they that reprove the wickednels of the Prielts, like ts 
expoſe themſelves to the rage and malice of their ungodly 
Perſecutors > And ict ſeems inconfiſtant with wiſdome and 
prudence for a man to-lay himſelf open to the cruelty of un» 
reaſonable men, when he may innocently avoid it, 

For the latter of the two things above mentioned, there 
were theſe three or four reaſons or conſiderations, that pre- 
vailed with me to Write the ſaid Letter unto you, iz. x. 

The honour of God,whoſe Name you had greatly prophaned; P 

and whoſe Glory you had trampled under foot : For what 

oreater affront, or indignity could you offer unto God, then 

not onely to deſpiſe his commands, but renounce Reforma» 

tton according to his Word, and bow down before his adver- 

ſaries? 2, The.intereſt of Chriſt, and his Goſpel, which 

were like to ſuffer very much by your finful Apoſtacie and 

backliding : If ever there was a man born to do Religion 4 

miſchief ( as you uſe the expreſſion borrowed from another) + See your 

are not you the man ? who by profeſſing hi b; and living low, Book, en- 

in ſordid prattiſes, have given Religion fuck 4 wound in its re- tituled, The 

pwuration, as 1s not like to F cured whit J0u are above ground f Chriſtian 

Was not your pen over-ruled in that exprefſion, as it were in compleat 

prophetically to ſet forth your owu future character ? or to Armorgthe 

draw the lineament of your own face? 3. The Spiritugl third parr, 

200d and preſervation of the ſouls of men, eſpecially ſuch as Epiſtle to 

were in moſt eminent danger of being enſnared through your the Keader, 
C evil pag.2, 


C8 ; 
evil example, was another ring me to write the ſaid 
lines unto you': Your ſinful exatnple-may* occzfſon the de- 
fruion of many Souls 5 Whety the Priefts rejeft the know- 
t Hoſ. ledge of the Lord, the People periſh. F The Leaders of this 
4.6. People cauſe them to erre ; ſaith the Text ; and what follows ? 
*I[a, g, ht) that are led of them are deftiroyed : * and no marvel though 
1s © they thatare /edfall into the ditch,when he that /eadeth them 
+ Matth is Blind. + 4. And lafily, Your own reſtoration and reco- 
Ic. 1+ Very (if not too late ) from the ſnare of the Devil, whom you. 
J* Þ” have ſuffered to take you captive, as his will and pleaſure 
was ; this was another motive enducing me to the ſame un- 
dertaking. © how would it rejoyce, not my heart onely, but 
the minds of all your Chriftian Friends and acquaintance 
that fear God in truth, to ſee youreclaimed from the evil of 
your Way, and brought back again from Babylay to Zion; re- 
duced from your late extravaganciey, to walk in the Way of 
Godlinefs, from which _ have ſo lately erred and ftrayed like 
a loft Sheep. And-the Lord grant that you may never get the 
maſtery of your own Conſcienceſo far as to'do (or rather perſiſt 
in) that bold aft, which your ſelf prophefied long agoe would 
dragg a chars after it that will bind over tothe cerfal expeftation 
of God, wrath, that ( come it ſooner or later ) will take hold on 
all impenitent Backſliders, and' Hypocrites in heart, They 
+ Pro v, ſhall be filled with their own. wajes. F And the Soul of God 
14. 14. ſhall heve no pleaſure in them, * But for a cloſe I recommend 
* Heb. two paſſages of Scripture more to your ferious conſideration. 
10.38. Ad now what haſt thou-to do in the way of Egpes to drink, the 
waters of Sihor # Or what haſt thou to do in the way of Aſſyria, 
to drink, the waters of the River ? Thine own wickedneſs ſhall 
correft thee,and thy Backſlidings ſhall reprove thee : know there- 
fore and ſet, that ut i5- an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt for- 
ſakgn the Lord thy God, and that my fear 1s not in thee, ſaith the 
FFer.2, Lord God of Heſts. +— The Prieſts lips ſhould keep kpowled 
x8, 19, and they ſhould ſeck, the Law at his month :-— But ye are > 
 partedout | 9 way: jehave cauſed many to le at the 
Law : ye corrupted the (OVENANT of LEVI, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. Therefore have I alſo made you CONTEMP- 
FaMi#.2 TiBLE und BASE before allthe People. t;, ; : 
7 $,9- SIT, 


[2 


+ 11444013, ect Bards | 
Sir, 1 thail not burden you any further at preſet, ſave 
only to make this.one requeſt ynto you, 5. 4, Remember from 
whence you are fallen, and Repent, and do your firſt works, + left + Rev, 
the Lord Jehovah come. forth againſt you to avenge the quarel 2.5. 
of his Covenant, * Sir, kyowing (in part ) the terror of the * Levit, 
Lord, give me leave to perſwade youf. In the fear of God I 26, 25, 
entreat you. ; and in tenderneſs of ſpirit beſeech you,ro ſearch + 2 Cor, 
' aud try your wajes, and txrn again to the Lord, Carefully Fl. 
ruſe, and conſcientiouſly weigh the import of what bath * Lam. 
bach repreſented unto you in theſe Papers, and take itas an y, 40, 
Tiem from God to work your repentance, and reſtoration : 
and as you tender the glory of God :' the honour of Jeſus 
Chriſt; the joy and-conſolation of the Saints : and the ever- 
laGing Salvation, of your own. Soul : Yea, as you dread the 
fier ts 10-0 7Sges fierce wrath of the Lord almighty,take 
heed of deſpiſing or negleRing this Sober and. Chriſtian 
Counſeh thas providentually adminiſtred unto you. But 
ſay with repenting Ephraim, #hat have / todo any more with 
Idols? * wth Common Prayer ? With Superſtitions inventions ? * Hol. 
Caft them all from you as-polluted ; and ruſt i» the Lord for 14.8. 
ever ;_ forin the Lord Je « everlaſting ſirengtht, -Six, in tſa,.26 


hope of this happy and deſirable effeR, 1 ſhall wait a little 4. 
ſeaſon, in expea ation of, and diligently obſerving, what re- 
turn _you Mill pleaſe to make hereunto, 


| VALE. 
Auguſt 27. 1663. 


An APPENDIX, 


READE x; f 
Hou halt in theſe foregoing Letters ſome accqunt 
_ how zealous Mr.Grnal was for that Covenant Which 
"WW he. bath now Renonnced: Solemnly, and in the 
| Name of God charging others to obſerve is; pe- 
ſentivg to theirConfideration a Chaiy that ſhould hold them, 


if the Covenant Would not: Wherefore I cannot ſee how be 
C 3 ? will 


A PRI ® - 5 
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will eſcape the the r:ghreons Mes Ged that doth the 
ſame things himſelf for which he Judget another : Whether 
[f 


rhe Covenant was condemned, and the renunciation there- 
of 'enjoyned right or wrong, juft or unjuft in the opinion of 
| if other men, "is not much to him in tins caſe, becauſe he 
| ought to have kept his Conſcience undefited , whatever 
other men did 2 1f he believed it to be his duty to obſerve 4 
day, he ought ro have obſerved it, though another eſteemed 
every day alike : But I petceive there are many whoſe zeal - 
| did not BLAZE it ſelf as his ſeemed todo, that are more 
© affraid to break an Oath then he is ; and who very much 
_ queſtion, whether the Parliament did ſo well confider things 
| as they ſhould have done, when they condemned the Cove. 
| nant ; becauſe God hath given us in the Scriptures the Re- 
Y | cords of his Vengeance for the breach of two Covenants : 
one of which was obtained by the- Gibeomres through falſe 
| | t79h.9 ind ſubtil deceiveableneſsf; and enteredinto by 7eſhas,and 
f 341 &* the Princes of Iſrael contrary to that expreſs Command of 
| : God, Exod,23, 32,33. (as Mr. George Withers, in his Re- 
|| monftrance to this preſent Parjiament well obſerveth) and 
| .. when Sul violated it, he did it in his zeal to the children of 
E -- ' + Iſrael and Fudgh, 2 Sam; 21. 2, but forall this, the blood of * 
'N Saul's houſe muſt go to appeaſe the wrath of God for it : as 
| = appeats in the forementioned chapter, "The other wag an 
| Oath exaced from the King -of Faudah (when he was made 
Sy King) -by the-potency of the King of Baby/oy, who bad him 
| \_- then in his hand ; the breach whereof greatly provoked the 
| | 1 wrath of God againſt bim : as is evident, Ezek. 17.16. 


But (Readey) I ſhall leave this, and tell thee, that the 
foregoing Papers (having lain dormant a conſiderable ſpace 
fl of time ) are now crept out into the world, an become ex- 
i poſed to thy view, with the addition of this Appendix, _ 


Yet left the publication hereof ſhould offend any man, I 
ſhall firſt give anſwer toan Exception that poſſibly maybe 
8 raiſed by: ſome againſt the printing of them: and touch a 
if patle upon that Text by which Mr, Grey ſeemed to plead the 

iﬀ ſn juſtifica- 


= 
. 


pe Se 
juſtification. of his Conformity.: And then-( by occaſion 
ereof) give thee a brief obſervation or two-concerning 
the Church of England in, general, and ſo conclude. 


For the firſt of theſe ; Peradventure ſome may be ready 
to ſay, That is not well done of any man to uncover the na- 
kedneſs of a Brother, or to lay open the infurmities of others; 
but if Mr.Gurnal had been overtaken in a fault he ſhould have 
been reſtored in the ſpirit of meekpeſs, according to the Rule 
of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 1. 


For anſwer hereunto, firſt, by way of Conceſſion ; It 1s 
very true, that it becomes not a Chriſtian Spirit to publiſh 
or divulge the infirmuties of Brethren ; but on the contrary to 
Cover the Shame of their nakgdneſs, and endeavour their re- 
Rotation when overtaken in a faxlt : Therefore had Mr, Gur- 
xal onely ſlipt or been overtake», or ſurprized by an infurmuty 
onely, I, for my part, ſhould have been an Antagoniſt unto 
him that ſhould have ſought to ſpread his nakedneſs in that 
kind before the World. &7 

| But, TIP 

Secondly by way of exception, . I anſwer, That this is not 
the caſe before us ; firſt, becauſe the Crimes that Mr. Gurnad. 
ſands guilty of, are not infirmities onely,but of a far deeper 
dye then ſo: for fins of infurmity only,are ſuch miſcarnages 
which men ſlip into at unawares, and out of which they en- 
deavour to recover themſelves as ſoon as they'can. But Mr. 
Gurnal's Crime being notoriouſly wicked and ungodly, ( as 
appears by the foregoing Letters) alters the nature of the 
caſe. 

Again ſecondly, That it is not only warrantable, but ſer- 
viceable to God and the world, todiſcover the folly and- 
madneſs of ſuch, who under colour and pxetence of Religion, 
yeild up themſelves to fin and wickedneſs, offering violence 
to their own conſciences, reſiſting the truth of the Worſhip 
and Service of God, by introducing empty ſhadows andre- 


ſemblances in the place and ſtead thereof, is evident beyond: ' 
COntie- 


\ 


| | 1 RS 
. contradiction, from that of the ApoRtle, 2 7m. 3.8, 9. of 
which. you may take farther obſervation at your leaſure, - 

Yet futther in the third place, When the fiiftit nifcar- 
riages of any men, ſhall have a proper tendancy in them 
( whilſt concealed) to provoke others to,and'encourage'them 
in the ſame wayes of fin and unworthineſs ; in this caſe ic 
becomes a duty upon men triily Conſcientious, to endeavour 
their diſcovety ; and conſequeritly the preſervation of others 
from being led to deftiuMon by them, This the Apoſtle 
Paul to keep the Galatians from being turned out of the right 
way of the Goſpel, relateth to them the miſcarriage of Peter; 
who though he was a great Apoſtle, yet in this caſe he ſpared, 
him not, neither to his own face, nor to others; as you may 
ſee Gal. 2, 14, And the like doth he do concerning the Cre- 
trans, Tir, 1.11,12, 13, ſee alfo to this effet 2'Tim, 3, ver, 
1,2,3,4z &c, With many more places of like import : Now 
this is the caſe before us ; Mr, Gzrnal's Sin was like to en- 
danger many ſouls; and the manifeſtation of bis folly, is a 
proper means to ſtop the progreſs thereof, 

But once more in the fourth place ; To ſpeak propetly, 
neither the defigne,nor yet the import of theſe Letters, can- 
not reaſonably be-ſaid, to be for the ſpreading or divulging 
of Mr. Gzrnal['s Sin; but they are rather an open rebuke 
for his Sin : The reaſon is plain, Becauſe his Sin it ſelf, is pab- 
liſhed by himſelf , his daily practice ſounding forth the re- 
port thereof, as with a Trumpet from the houſe top ; and if 
every man ſhould be filent, yet his Surplice and Common- 
Prayer- book-devotion, in conjunRion with his Sermons up- 
on Curſe ye Meroz : and his Sermon, at Srow-market with 
many Engagements beſides, would ſpeak with a loud voice. 
Yea, the" ftones that he hath laid in the Presbyterian building, 
will{peak in this-caſe. Therefore theſe Letters carinot pro- 
perly be ſaide to mate his Sin publick ; ot ts cover Bus nas 
kedneſs in the ſence of the objeQion, But the ſaid Letters afe 
indeed 2 rebuke for his fin : and being publiſhed, they are. 
an-dpey rebuke. Yet herein alſo it is to be conſidered, firſt, 
That they were written and ſent himin a privare'way, not. 
withour-ſome hope,or expeRation (as appears in them, & ” 

t 


(23) 

the Epiſtle) that he would have taken the ſecret reproof as a” 
means to work his repentance and reformation :.. the Author 
in this expeRation waites many months, but finding no fruit 
to atiſe-from this his labour, but ;Mr. Gurxal rather grows 
worſe and worſe, he firſt expoſed them to the view of ſome 
friends more privately : and at length they become publick, 
By this (Reader) thou maielt perceive that if private addreſ- 
ſes would have done the work,this pmb/ick (hame had not be- 
fallen him. Nowit is a manifeſt cafe, that God himſelf ex- 
peRts that ſuch ag know and fear him, ſhould reprove the ſins 
of others ; ſee for this Lev.19.17, Yea, and as the caſe may 
be, Publick, and open rebukgs, will become the duty of Chri- 
ian, 1Tim. 5,20. Them that ſin, rebuke BEFORE ALL, 
that others alſo may fear. So that by this time ( Chriſtian 
Reader ) I hope there is no rock of offence, or flumbling- ſtone 
teft in the way, by reaſon or occahon of theſe Papers, or the 
Printing of them, 

As for that Scripture from which (1t ſeems) Mr. Grey en- 
deavoured to plead the juſtification of his Conformity, (or 
rather Deformity ) vis, Becauſe we ought to be ſubjeft to 
higher powers, Rom. 13.1. Iris ſoftrange a deduRtion, that [ 
much wonder how his Conſcience could ſuffer him to bring 
it for ſuch a purpoſe : For evident it is, that it will do him. 
no ſervice at all in this kind, unleſs-he ſuppoſe, and take for 
granted, 1, That by Higher Powers in this Texr, is meant, 
not only all juſt, and righteous Authorities amongſt men, 
ating regutarly, according to that truſt which is committed 
tq them by God : but alſo all,and every the Magiſtrates and 
Rulers in the world, how wicked and unworthy ſoever they 
are, or how irregularly and unwarrantably ſoever they a&. 
And 2dly. That whatſoever any of the Higher Powers in 
this ſenſe, ſhall-at any time command or enjoyn thoſe that 
are under ther to'do, bz it never-ſo finful and ungodly, will 
nevertheleſs become their duty to do accordingly, By the 
kelp of theſe Premiſes ( I confeſs) Ar. Grey may cafily 
_ prove his Concluſion from: the forenamed Text ; but I know 
no other wedinm (at leaſt, none without theſe) that will do 
him ay ſervice ia this kind, And certainly bad not _ 

god 
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| ('24 ) : | 
god of this world blinded his eyes, from beh6lding the plain and - 
viſible diſcoveries of the-mind of God in the Scriptures,” he 
could never'have avoided. the fight of a Nox-ſequituy in his 
own Argument, for it is manifeſt that Paw! bimſelf (toge- 
ther with other Apoſiles and faithful Servants of God,as ap- 
pears both in the Old and New Teſtament) did from time 


' to time ſuffer very cruel handling from ſuch Higher Powers, 


for refuſing to be ſubjeR unto them in ſuch a ſenle, But cer- 
tainly ſome ſtrong Faſcination had laid hold of his intelle- 
Rual faculty, when he entred upon ſo ſenſleſs a work, 

Bur if theſe men, ( together with that great fraternity of 
Brethren in the ſame iniquity with them)to keep themſelves 
alive in honour and repute among(t ſober and good men, 
(hall ſay and plead, that they have now enquired more nar- 
xowly into the will and mind of God than formerly they had 
done, and that he hath ſo far bleſſed their labour and dili- 
gence herein, as to reveal unto them their former errour, 
and enlighten them with the knowledge of the Truth con- 
cerniing the unlawfulneſs of the Covenant, and of their for- 
mer wayes, and ſo brought them to repentance. I anſwer, 

That this Plea is ( in the Scripwre-ptiraſe ) but to adde 
drunkenneſs unto thirſt and to make the fin of their a in con- 
forming and renowncing, unmeaſurably fnful, may evidently 
appear, by conſidering, 

1, That itis a thing not to be ſuppoſed, being almoſt ( if 
not altogether ) incredible, that thoſe who had been ſuch 
zealous promoters and proſecuters of it, for ſo long a time, 
ſhould ( at leaſt ſo many of them together) de-truly con- 
vinced of the evil of ſuch their way and courſe, juſt at that 
moment of time When an Act againſt it ſhould take force, 
and not before : Nay, that they ſhould be ſo fully reſolved 
to ſtand by it, one Lords-day, as Ar, Grey ſeemed to be ; 
and yet the very next be able to plead the juſtification of the 
contrary, Theie ſeems more reaſon to judge Dr, Leg a true 
Penitent, becauſe he was ſomewhat more deliberate ; and 
yet I believe there is ſcarce one ſober man/to be found, who 


. dares preſume ſo much as to think there was one dram of 


true Repentance in him; bur(as far as my obſervatiou reach- 
| eth 


25 ) 

eth)/all men-take bim et montter of diffimulation, ill re> 
maining the ſame man he was before ( and yet is-2 Changling 
e6o/)aneerly: for wordly advantage. Bur © 2 Ot, 
' Secondly, Tt is little leſs than notorious Blaſphemy to 
aſcrib: the manifeſtly frivolous and falſe imaginations of. a 
mans own heart, unto God, or to his bleſſing, or to the illu- 
mination, of inſpiration of his Spirit. What 1s this but ro 
bear the world in hand'that there is an affinity berween God 
and the Devil; and that thediſtance between them, is not fo 
oreat, 25 is commonly believed? Orcan ſuch'4 plea as that 
1h the objeRion be any other than a frivolous conceit, or 
vain pretence, ifluing out of the deceitful hearts of men 
themſelves; and not from God ? For how can it enter into 
the thoughts of any ſober and conſiderate Chriſtian to believe 
that ſuch-men who- have continued many years in* the 2ez- 
lous promoting of ſuch a way and Covenant, and ( whileft 
che Sun of wordly countenance ſhined upon it ) bid defiance 
to all Arguments that roſe up againſt it ; ſhould in a moment 
and 4s were'in the twinkling of an eye (when that Sun ſet ) 
be ible clearly-to diſcern the invalidity of all thoſe''Argu- 
ments by which themſelves and others were wont to defend 
it;and to obtain ſo thorough and ſatisfying- a 'conviRtion, as 
is abſolutely neceſſary to warrant a renunciation ? He that 
will go about to demoliſh a building which himſelf hath been 
many years laying a ſtrong foundation for,and ereRingthere- 
upon, muſt (at leaft) take rime and lzaſure ts doit, othetwiſe 
it may tumble upon his head and cruſh him to/peices. * And 
more eſp=cially,fuch a ſudden and unexpeed converfion, is 
not like to be yroughe or produced by the warm influences 
of wordly advantage and promotion, or where the mountain 
of earthly glory, ſeems to'be the moſt potent and prevailing 
motive therein : The converſion thar is effe&2d- by this 


means, is more [ike'to be the off-ſÞring of the god of this world, Matth, 


then of him whoſe Name is Fealow. Theretore 

Thirdly, Whereas this plea pretends that they 'enquired 
of God, about the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs, of their Co- 
venant and Oath, and that inrexonncrny it; they have cone 
' foritied themſelves tohis Anſwer given in unto them con 
o D cenming 


cerning it ;- © know-not where, nor of whom, to borrow 
any ſuch (haritz, whereby I may be enabled-to believe thar 
they conſulted any. other, Oracle about, their ; 


_ 


than that which Demas conſulted when he forfook Pal, and. 


other good Chriſtians, and imbraced this proſent world. 
Fourthly, (and laftly) It is moſt unworthy a Miniſer of 


ſuch a Goſpel, which is not Teaand Nay, but Yes aud Amen, 
in.all the Promiſes, and Sayings of it;.to engage himſelf, . 
both unto-God and men, by a moſt Solemn Covenant and- 


Oath, for the performance of ſuch things, of the lawfulneſs 
whereof he was not groundedly, throughly, and fully per- 
ſwaded and affured, at the time of ſuch his engagement, ſo 
that he might have no occaſion to be ſeen playing faſt and 
looſe with Oaths. Quwod-libgical ations, and matters of 
dowbt ful diſputation, are 111-conditioned matter for Oaths, 7t 
a a ſnare to the nean who devoureth that which it holy, and AF- 
TER VOWS TO MAKE. ENQUIRY, Prov.20.25, Eſpe- 
cially a looſe and flight-built SORent touching the things 
we ſpeak of, is moſt inſufferable in ſuch a Miniſter, whe was 


not only free, and forward, even to obſervation, to ſwear - 


the ſaid Covenant himſelf, but was an Arch Stckſer alſo, 
both by Preaching:and Printing, to engage others in the ſame 
Qath and Covenant with him. Suctva Miniſter or Teacher 


that'ſhall quit, himſelf at ſuch a deſparate rate of weak-. 


neſs. and folly (if not of Atheiſme- and prophaneneſs ) 


as this, hexeby, xenders himſelf notoxiouſly irregular. for . 
ſo. ſacred 2 Noth Rd becomes the map to: whom God - 
hus': What haſt, thou to do to take my Covenant 1» thy. 


ſpeaketh t f 
mouth, ſeeing thou bateſt rſiruition, and haſt.caft my words be. 
hind thee ? Plal, 50. 16, 17, And he may.demand of every 
Chriſtian likewiſe : What, haſt thou ta do t6 hear my Cove. 
nant preached, or declared, by the. polluted lips of ſuch 8 
Renegads from his holy Protedhan-? So that this plea of Re- 


pentance, however it may ſeem to ſalve their credits, it is.. 
like co prove to.the greater damage of their. Conſciences, 
But I proceed, | | 
And ſhall here give-thee ( Chriſtian Reader) ſome obſer- 
vations briefly concerning the Church of..Exgland,. and in 
order 


we” av ai. av oo oat a> a> alt at 
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"order thereunto, Fihall acquaint-thee thit not fong fince 1 
'bad'the view of a Manuſcript im verſe, containing the (ad [a- 
mentation of the Ley-wer,who(it ſeems) was not thought- 
'Ful at all of any inconveniency 'that would follow upon the 
removal of Nonconformifts and Non-renonncers on Bartholo- 
mew-day,anze 1662, (by that legal mortality z which (as the 
(welling Sea when it breaketh over thoſe Banks which God 
bath fer for Bart anddeors unto it,and ſaid, Hicberto ſhalt thow 
come but NO FART HER, doth much endamage the Coun- 
try over Which it -getteth power ; So this) did {Weep ava 
many precious, -ſober,and painful Miniſters of the Goſpel) 
'bug (as he there-exprefſeth it in the name of the Country in 
2enersl) was big with expeQation, that as when Elijah was 
taken away, 2 double portion of his ſpirit refied on E/;/ha, So 
now ſhould there be a dowble portron of thoſe mens ſpirits 
that were removed, found in them that ſucceeded,and in this 
hope went to enjoy the bleſſing of it. But alas! when he 
came, he found E/zjab's Mantle only ftuft with Rraw ; and 
in the Bed where holy Dawd uſed to be, was nothing but a 
iifeleſs Image. 

' As he was thus bemoaning his own, and his fellow Coun- 
try mens loſs, be was over-heard and ſharply rebuked by a 
proud Prelate, who told him, that he much undervallued 
thoſe that were now appointed for their Teachers : W hich 
the plainrhearted Leymer thought was ſo far from truth, and 
the concraryſo manifeſt, that he proceeds on Rill,and tels the 
Prelate that the beſt of them, were thoſe that either through 
ignorance, or againſt the light of their own Conſciences had 
confortned, either for fear, or filthy lucre : and that if theſe 
were excepted, the reſt were Flagella proximerum, ſo many 
ſcourges unto- their neighbours, and plagues to thoſe Pa- 
riſhes co which they reſpeRiively relate, Take it in his own 


words, . 
T ake out thoſe few, and every one oth* reſb, 
Call thems not Pariſh Priefte, bus Pariſh Peſts. 

And alittle after, taking notice of their Schollarſhip, he 
ſaith, That they have made ſo little proficiency in Chrikian 
learning, that they can ſcarce decline Bacchus and Venns; and 
D 2 if 
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(2) 
if foy thet that Leſſon which-che Apoftle, hart et 'for all 
Chriſtians, -1-T heſ,>5, 22; in-theſe wards, dvd wargy+ 45 
Si Tow? dmyx+N; mu be to hard for-theſe Teachers them- 
\:tves to learn. | | 

Now 'f thoſe that are natural ſons of theChurch of Jy U 
have learned (6 little Chriftiamity, and thoſe who-are ſons by 
law, are thebelt'; {a5 this Lay. war affirmeth (and that his 
teſtimony herein 18 true, 18 the opinion of all inche Nation,, 

as far as I can perceive” ) that have theit fences' exerciſed 
Cove but a little) to diſcern good and evil.) Then may 
we conclude that theſe, and ſuch like, are the men that the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 2 Tim, 3. Who refit the Trath as Faxnes 
| and Fambres withſtood: Moſes ; namely, by doing ſomething 
' like to Miniſters of Chriſt, as Jannes al Fambres did ſome- 

thing like to thoſe miracles which oſeFFyrought': but not- 

withſtanding this, ther folly ſhall be wade manifeſt to all mins; 

4s theirs alſo mai: And if Chriſtians will follow the A les 
direion, ver. 5. to twrn =_ from them, they- may hinder 
thetn from proceeding any further and .(methinks) rhoſe who 
Rand diſpoſed in heart and ſoul, to hearken to the counſel of 
God, ſhould not dare toreje& this injunQion of the A- 
poltle : -Neithes can they long continue to ſhroud them- 
ſelves under the wings of ſuch unnatural Brooders, unleſs 
they quite degenerate from thoſe rational principles, which 
25 they are men; God hath planted iw them; but-will' ſeek 
for the waters of life ig purer ſtreams : like'as young Dueks 
which-though they have been hatched under a Hen, yet will 
not comtinne with her upon the dunghil, if- they can but find 
the refreſhing water-brooks. - 

And if thoſe who ate ſons by Law, yeild to the:Church of 
England. er greateſt glory, then hath ſhe none” that will 
much commend her ; for theſe coming by the By (a8 we uſe to 
ſay ) loudly proclaift her unto the world for a #horiſh Wo- 
w4r :- And how. ſhe wilt eſcape the Blot of being reputed an. 
Adultereſs, that ean-ſo freely receive (if not impudently 
invite ) unto her other /evers beſides Chnift, and have Chil- 
dren by them (as ſhe hath had by Kings and Rulers) Ido not 
we!l underftand > and there is this circumſtance that aggra-- 

| vateth; 


( 29') | 
yateth-her fin, to wit, that theſe whom ſhe hath entertained, 
are thoſe whom-Chriſt had predeclared would be his exemes, 


+ as by too ſad experience we find'to be true';* For now they + Marth 
have entered this unclean conjunRion, how do they endea- 10, 17, 


vour todefiroy,and baniſh thoſe whoare truly begotten by the 18, 
overſhadowings of the Spirit of God 2 The only way that I 
know left her,to remove this :gxominzons brand, is,to renownce 
{as ſhe hath done.the Covenant) all relation to Chriſt as her 
Husgband; : and then, though-the will not appear- to be an 
Aadnltereſs, yer will ſhe plainly declare her ſelf to be ( as in- 
deed ſhe is) a ſtrange Worwan, whom the Wiſeman deciphers, 
Prov. 5. and perſwadeth us by many weighty reaſons, to re- 
move far from her, and not. come near the door of ber houſe, and 
chap. 7, declareth how the Simple man void of underſtanding, 
was allured and drawn in by her, as a» Ox to the ſlaughter, or 
44 a fool to the corretiion of the ſtocks > till a dart ſtrike through 
his lrygr, I could wiſh that Chriſtians would confider thele 
places,and apply them to ſpiritual caſes ; for ſpiritual whore- 
dome, is much more deftruQtive than that which is corpo- 
rally ſuch.. | 
One of- thoſe conſiderations by which ( amongſt many: 
other weighty motives) the Wiſeman endeavours to difſyade 
men.-from coming near the door of this fravge womans kouſe, 
i$ this, v12.that her ſteps take bold on Hell, chap.y.5..e.by an 
bypallage, Hell rakerh hold on her fteps ; meanins that her 
wayes'are (0 nearthe brinkzob Hel, that no man can go in 
unto her, Without eminent danger of falling irrecoverably 
into-that lake of perdition, © Now that the Church of Eng- 
land herein beareth this her. /ewd S:ſter company, is ſuffict- 
ently evident to-ſuch of the Servantsof God, whoſe-ſences 
are competently exerciſed in diſcerning between things that 
d&ffer ; as might eafily be made appear by many demonſtra-- 
tive confiderations, which my intended brevity permits me 
not at. preſent to mhilt upon ; Only befides what hath been 
already. hinted to-this purpoſe, I here add, That the Charch 
of Eaglns giveth-heed to deftrixes of Devils : Now whoſo- 
ever dotb{o,. approacheth:very' xear the month of Hell, and 
therefore it may well be. ſaid, that their feps taky hold 0» 


8.; 


; | (39) ; 
:3t : What thoſe doftines are, the Apoſtle giveth us to un- 
derſtand, 1 Tim. 4. 3. forbiding to marry, and commanding to 
. «bſtarn from meats « bath which are not only iſed by this 
Church, but are things wherein-(he boaſterh her ſelf, and 
whereof ſhe maketh open and publick 10n, And the 
reaſon why they are called Doftrines of Devils may be, be- 
cauſe they are of their  difating', and contradiftory 'to 
thoſe Conſtitutions Which God bath appointed, implicitly 
taxing theſe with imperfection, and their Author with want 
of wiſdome ; indy onpetientng men to turn aſide from the 
-way of the Lord, which cauſeth him to withdraw from them, 
by which means the Devil getteth ground, and by degrees 
-inſenfibly maketh them his captives to ſerve him at his ples- 
ſure : Now ſeeing theſe things are ſo plainly laid down by 
the Apoſtle for Dottrines of Devils, I cannot but think that 
this Church js judicially led unto theſe praRices, that we 
may know ſhe is departed from the Faith, and avoid ber., The 
Further evincing the truth of this Argument, asit relates to 
the Chach of England ; and the diffipating of all thoſe colou» 
table pretences by which ſome men (devoted to the love of 
this Grange Woman) ſeek to defend her, as one not at all 
concerned in the Scripture, lately quoted, is a work ſo eafie 
and facile, that I-judge it needleſs here any further to de- 
'bate it: Nor yet to detain my Reader much longer in this 
matter, otherwiſe it were a near-hand conſideration to ſhew 
that (together with others of the like demerit ) the Apoſtle 
pointeth out this Church of England ( in the Scripture men- 
tioned) by bringing her praQtice to the tonchſtone of the 2d 
verſe, Speaking lies tn ifie, having their Conſciences ſeared 
with ahot zron, For what is it to feak lies in bypocr:fie, but 
to pretend one thing in a fair and plauſible manner, and to 
intend another ? and that this is a praftice'unco which ſhe is 
accuſtomed, is too too-manifeſt to all men : For how fre- 
quently doth ſhe hypocricically __ the honour of God, and 
good of Saints ; when ber chiefeft aim is tofurther ſome un- 


worthy and carnal intereſt or other ? for that her-end is not 
the honour of Ged,is manifeſt from hence; becauſe ſhe doth 
not only bear with patience, but freely imbrace, and lovingly 

IC- 


31) 
receive, ſuch into her boſome-communion, who are Open ' 
Tranſgreſless of the Law of God, and devote themſelves to - 
the Prophanation of his Name and Glory in the world : but 
ſuch as ace truly conſcientions, and' fear God, ſhe can take 
no delight in; which could not be if the honour of God was 
tha-thing ſhe aimed at. 

Again, If her Conſcience were not ſeared with an hot Iron, 
ſhe could never proceed with ſo little regret, to trample up- 
on all thoſe Scriptures which riſe up in ſull. oppoſition to ' 
moſt of her beloved wayes : nor could ſhe reſt (6 ſupinely 
and quietly, as ſhe ſeemeth todo, under the tranſaction of 
ſuch things in the Nation, partly (if not wholly) for her ſake, 
which muſt needs draw down the Vengeance of God upon 
ix: of which-nature is the cruel handling and baniſhing of 
perſons,for no other cauſe but their ſerving of God : a thing . 
ſo abominable and unchriſtian, that ſome of their own party 
are aſtoniſhed at it, and ſeem to be very ſenhible that ſome 
ſore Judgement of God is like to follow upon it; becauſe - 
thoſe whom they ſentence to Baniſhment, are ſober : and 
themſelves regardleſs of the Law-of God, and a prophane, 
ſmearing generation. 

But becauſe I am upon the pin of brevity, and in regard 
the patity and agreement between the Church of England and 
this range woman, is a thing ſo obvious and plain in it ſelf, I 
fall infit no more upon it at preſent; only add, That ſee- 
ing it is ſo, that this Church we ſpeak of; is a walking-mate 
of that ſtrange womans, whoſe ſteps rakg hold on Hell , let all 
that defire to eſcape that pit of deſtruction, be warned here- 
by to take the Wiſeman's counſel, Rymove thy way far from- 
ber, and came not near the door of her houſe, Prov.5 $. 

Bur whilelt we are (peaking of the Church of England, 
it will not be amiſs to enquire where we may finde her, 
ſeeing there are ſome men of opinion, that there is no 
ſuch thing, as this Church we now ſpeak of, in rerwm nature, 
among things that exilt;but that we are impoſed upon in her 
name, by ſome other perſon : as the Perſians were in reſpe& - 
of theic King when Cambiſes died ; Patizithes the Vice-Roy 
making his own ſon King in the-name of. Smerdis,- the __- | 
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their judgment'in this caſe altogether without 'ground'to 
ſupport it, for ( to-uſe the terms of theſe ſons of the Church 


great World, themſelves,(o called) all the Laity wholly, and all the Cler= 
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gie below the dignity of their Biſhops, they call | Sons of the 
Church,) andthe Biſhops they call { Fathers of che Church] 
So that the Church her ſelf appears by this to be a meer »u/- 
lity; betw-en the Fathers and the Soxs, they devour the 
Mother, and leave her no being at all : and it would be well 
for the Nation if her Name were Nu# alſo, Wy 

Tnough ſome there be thar think this no inconvenience 
at all, but plead that the ſame men may'be Fathers, and 
Sons of the Church, and yet the Church her ſelf too ; which 
myſtery ſeems meer confuſion; becauſe it is impoſſible theie 
ſhould be any Body in being, the Members whereof arc its 
own Fathers, or Sons ; much leſs both. * ily. 

However, let us ſee what it is that themſelves, and their 
Advocates take to be this Church of Exglard, for the under- 
Randing of them herein, we muſt know, that they have a 
twofold acceptation of this Church, according to the nature 
of thoſe things relating to her, which the occaſion leadeth 
them-to diſcourſe of ; for if they ſpeak of the Orders or 
Ceremonies of the Chnrch, they mean ſuch things as are en. 
joyned or appointed to be uſed in their Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀlem- 
blies (for we never hear of any thing decreed or appointed 
BY the Church: ) Upon ſuch occaſions as theſe, by the Church 
they underſtand: theſe Ecclefcaſtical Aſſemblies. But when 
they ſpeak of the benefits or profits of the Church,by Charch 
then, they underſtand thoſe only who officiate in theſe Aſ- 
ſemblies, 'aud more eſpecially the benefic'd Clergy, but 
chiefly and moſt principally the dignitaries, as Biſhops and 
Deans, &c, the reſt being no ſharers'in thefe, -—- 

This being the Church in their own ſenſe, it is impoſſible 
they ſhould by their Church-Laws, meddle with ſuch as ne- 
ver come at their Afſemblies, if they would take the Apoſtle 
Paul for their example, who ſaith, What have Itbdo. ts judge 
(z. 6. 'to deal with )-thems that are without ? 'do:not ye judge 
them that are within ? F meaning them only : burtheſe men 
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inftead of judging thoſe that are within, ſuffer them for the. 
moſt part, to live in what finful courſe they pleaſe, withour 
any puniſhment for it , much leſs do they refuſe to-eat wich 
ſuch a brother that #* a Fornicator, or Coveteous, or an Idelater, 
or 4 Railer,, or a Drunkard, or an Ex'ortioner, which the A- 
poſtle chargeth the Church of Corinth to do, and in them ally 
other Churches: But they on the contrary make it their 
main buſineſs to judge them-that are withoury as if they did 
it on purpoſe to-contradi& the Apoſtle's rule :'By which it is 
evident, that this (\urch of England, as in ber being, ſo 
in her practice, ſhe is an alien from God, and the Scriptures 
know her 5ot :. her riſe and original is not from above ; and 
her wages.and practices are governed by ſome other Rules,. 

ofite to what are. found inthe Word of God. 
it would far ſurpaſs my intention of brevity, ſhould I 
take notice of all thoſe things which make: her look with a 
very.uncomely and deformed ſhape and countenance ; for as 
the is regardleſs of the Rule of the Apoſtle Pax (as was jult 
now hinted ) ſo neith x doth ſhe make any proviſion that 
thoſe who walk with her, may be in a capacity to put that 
Diretlies of our Saviour into practice, recorded, Matth. 18. 
15,16, 17. Morebver, if thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 

and tell im his fuult between: thee and him-alone. : if he ſhall 
bs ther, thou baſt gained thy brother, But if he will not hear 
thee, then taks with thee one or two more, that in the month of 
two or three witneſſes every word may be eftabliſhed, And if he 
ſhall negleft to hear them, tell it wntothe Church : but if he neg- 
left to __ the Charch, let him be unto thee a8 an Heathen man 
and a Publican, For, fic, the relation of Brethren, is loſt 
among perſons of her.ſocieties ; ſo that a man (under her 
covert) knoweth not where to find this Brother, by whom he 
aught thus to deal; nor 21y, doth he know where to find the 
Chutch, to whom he ought to teb. che matter ;- none of their: 
Congregations bearing this name. 

And laſtly, That which our Saviour hath here appointed 
fos the. urmolt puniſhment,. will not ſatisfie the revengeful 
minds of ſuch as comply wich this Church, but by the ex» 
ample of their Mother, . they " _—_ often times to -undo, 

their. 
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their neighbours, and to drive them from their habitations : 
So thathere- i#4n0ther of their miſdemeanours (to fay no 
worſe} by which 'itappenrs that ſhe is no Church of Chriſt's 
conſtitution; "not Walketh in the order of his Goſpet. T' 
might heap up inſtances of this kind even unto wearineſs : 

or, 


Should I run over each —_— bo 
Which on the (hureh of England I effy, 
The tine would fail me, life wonld be too ſhibt, 
Hereof to grve a juſt and full report, ” _ 
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the Earth I know not unto what he would liken this Church 
| of England more ficly, than to thoſe /felef Organ, which 
| themielves have ſet up in their Cathedrals, upon which one 
thus diſcanteth : | 

They maky the ontfide of their Organs ſhine, * 

As ſometime did Diana's filver Shrine: 

| But yet their breathleſs ——_ maks no miſe, 

| | Till wind by humane art, doth give them woice : 

Men carnal form them, for mens carnal ends; *© 

Men carnal aft them: Biſhops them defends : 

Men carnal praiſe them, for advantage ſakg ; 

Men Godly, in them, can no pleaſure take : 

| | Heart, Soul, and Spirit-ſervice muſt give way, 

T hat carnal men may hear theſe Organs play. 


| Unto theſe may ſhe well be likened : for, r,The rexſon of 
her being is the ſame with them,n1z. the carnal ends of men, 
2, Iris too apparent that men of carnal principtes were 
her Formers, there is ſo little ſpirituality in her Make, 
3. She hath no motion but what is given unto her b 
1 men; for ſhe.doth nothing as ſhe is a Church, but hath all hex 
; X orders made to her hand, without which ſhe is able to ſay, 


Or 
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ar do, nothing at all : altogether unlike that Goſpel Church 
we read of At, x5, who of their own authority aſſembled, 
and-reſolved upon « matter in queſtion, and authorized 
ſome to declare this their reſolution, 

4. She hath few (if any ) that will open their mouihs on 
her behalf, but ſuch as hope for worldly advantage thereby; 
and from theſe ſhe may receive ſome weak applaule, 

5. She is alſo diftaſiful to Sober and Godly men, even 
as the Organs are, ' 

6, To make way for this Church, men are moleſted and 
hindered in the performance of thoſe ſervices to God, 
which are ſpirituzl, and required of th:zm by God himſelf, 
and which their Conſciences enjoyn them to perform. 

7. She bath the ſame Pagriots, co wir, ſuch a ſort of 
Biſhops, which the Word of Gog, and the Appointments 
of Jeſus Chrift, take no knowledge of : and from the ap- 
pointment cf any other, no Officer is to b5received into his 
Church. In theſe ſeven particulars doth this Church of Eng- 
land, and her Organs, very well ſute and agree ; and there- 
fore it is no Wonder ſhe is {o greatly in love with them ſince 
they do ſo exaRtly bear her image, Therefore, Save your 
ſelves from this untoward 7 rar Little (hildren keep 
your ſelves from Idols F. For the day of the Lord is drawing 
on apace, Wherein be ſhall wtterly aboliſh the Idels : And the 
loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, and the banghtineſs of men 

all be made low : and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that 
day ; for he ſhall ariſe to ſhake terribly the Earth : Then ſhall 
men caſt their Idols of Silver, and their Idols of Gold, to the 
Moles and to the Bats : and go into the clefts of the Rocks, and 
into the tops of the ragged Rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for 
the glor) of his Madty'. 
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Pag. 7. line 20, for :mroad read inroads, p. 8. in the marg. 
f.Zech.4.5.- 5.4. p-12. l, 1.1, down ard, p.13.1.17. dele 


mn. P.14.1.16,17, 1. extirpation, p.15.1.9.r. Prophets, p.20, 
|.1.dele the, p.21.1.y. r. it not, |, u/r.f. theteof r-thereof, p. 
23.1.16, f. the way r. thy way. 
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